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Religious builders may be fastest

Phe guickest and most cost-ellective
silder i the constncuon industey may
w the Jehovah's Wilnesses, Using what
hev call “Onick-Build.” the Wunesses
an constriel o commercial  bulding
wer a weckend for half the cost of nor-
ad construciion. The catch st there
iy be as many as 1,300 workers on the
aby amd they wark [or {ree,

Cck-Buald ook Waterbury, Conn,
wostorn over the Columbus Day week-
ail when g cast of thousands stick-bunlt
he lirgest Kingdom Hall meeting cen-
er in North America, a 16,000-5g-ft
nullipurpose structure with two audito-
iwnms and three apartmenis. It was com-
deted, with lawns and shrubbery, by
Jdonday night.

“1hat 15 0 remarkable plece of work”
avs Anthony Sciont, assistant bailding
wspector in Waterbury, who kept an eve
wi the structure while 10 was going up.
W1 wasn't there T would not have be-
wyved 17 Adds Carl Pelletier, the ather
milding inspector on site, A loe of
waople can leam from it | The joh] was
vell nrganized, They had a plan.™

At the heart of the project was the
Nitnesses' MNew 1‘.]1;.:'.'!!1{I hulding Com-
mitee,  chidred by Jerry Montopals,
wesident of the Needham, Mass., con-
truction firm that hears his name. The
wommittee 15 one ol abow 50 through-
wit the U5 and 1t oversees constric-
win on one hall 4 month from Apnl
hromieh November, Most are abowt
OO0 sy Noand ke less than two davs
o build, Al have dilTerent designs,

Organization. Montopoh sayvs the
omumttee has a hle of members i the
onstruchion wades and aleris them by
mail when o l'n'ﬂj{‘l'l ts schoduled, He
wleets abowr 530 loremen, one lor cach
wy phase ol the job. Foremen meet
vith their erews the night before work
wearins, CTis all in the organzation,”™ savs
dontepoli, “We lhuve evervone imamed
o worty oply b their gob,"”

A the Waterbury site,  donble the
il crew ol GO volunieers was used
med there was a total of abow 5,000
wople on site, meliding sur Ol Crews
e specttors,  Chuck-Build  portalile
dtchens capable ol cranking oue 30104
neals in 12 minutes were alse on hand.

Secording ta the huilding inspectors,
e work went smoothly, "Nobody
weeed even o Band-And,” savs Seion,
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Forty-eight hours later, the 18.000-5g-f1 Kingda

Pelletier  poimts oul that  the  crews
worked round the clock in eight-hour
shifts, As ecach room was framed, the
mechanical crews moved in “nght be-
hind,"” Work was speeded by Fast-dryving
componnds and rool sections that were
constructed on the pround and hosted
by crane, he adds.

m Hall in Waterbury, Conn,, was almos! completa,

By noon on the first day, Jehovah's Witnasses already were well into the project.

“You're looking at hall the cost,” sayvs
Watertown architect Milton G, Grew,
who designed the structure along with
Codespon Design {'.l'uL!j'J. Meniden. He
savs the project cost $7O0000, inclid-
mg acipuisition of the 30-acre site. "'ts
sort ol like the colontal davs when they
had barn rsings,” savs Grew, ]



